JURY SERVICE FAQ

General information about jury service:

Why is jury service important?

The United States Constitution and the Illinois Constitution guarantee the right to a trial by an
impartial jury of one’s peers. In order to uphold this guarantee, we need citizens like you to
participate in the jury process to help ensure this right. Jury service is a cornerstone of the
American judicial system, and this is your chance to be a part of the judicial branch.

How was I selected for jury duty?

Juror names are randomly selected from lists of registered voters, driver’s license holders, Itlinois
Identification Card holders, Illinois Person with a Disability Identification Card holders, and
claimants for unemployment insurance.

What are the qualifications to be a juror?

To qualify to be a juror in Illinois, you must:

* Live in the county where the trial will be held;
* Be at least 18 years old,;

¢ Understand the English language; and

* Be a citizen of the United States.

Is jury service mandatory?

You are required to respond to your jury summons. If you do not, you could be held in
contempt of court and face other penalties.

What are my duties as a juror?

Your dutyas a juror is to listent {o all of the law and evidence presented to you and to fairly and
impartally decide the outcome of the case. If you are selected to serve on a jury, the judge will give
you instructions about how to perform your duty.

How are individual jurors selected for trial?

»

After vou report to the courthouse for jury duty, you may participate in a process called “voir dire.
During voir dire, the judge and the lawyers may ask you questions about yourself and any possible
connections to the case. After you have been questioned, you will either be selected or excused for
that particular case. There are many reasons why a juror may be excused, and you should not be
upset or offended if you are excused.



How long does jury service usually last if I am selected?

You are considered “on call” for the whole month as indicated on your summons. If you are
selected and seated as a Juror in a particular case, your attendance will be required until the case
has concluded.

What are the different types of cases/trials I might be selected for? What is a civil case? What is a
criminal case?

You may be asked to serve on a jury for either a criminal or a civil case.

In a criminal case, the government charges the defendant with a crime and the jury decides
whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty.

" Civil cases involve a-dispute between two or more individuals or organizations. Common examples
of civil cases are personal injury and medical malpractices cases.

How offen can I be called for jury service?
~You can be summoned for jury duty once every 12 months.
What Is the difference between a Petit Jury, Coroner’s fury, and a Grand Jury?

A petit jury is a irial jury. A petit jury listens to the entire criminal or civil case, and then deliberates
--and reaches a verdict. This is the type of jury that most people think of when they hear the word
“J'_ury.”

A Coroner’s Jury or Inquest is an examination into the causes and events of any death under
violent or suspicious circumstances. Aninquest is conducted by the Coroner with the assistance of
a $ix to eight person jury.

A grand jury hears evidence presented by the prosecution and decides whether probable cause
exists to charge someone with a crime.

I don’t know anything about the law. Can I stall be a good juror?

Yes! Our jury system is designed for-everyday citizens who do not have any special knowledge of
the law. The judge and the lawyers will give you all of the information you need about the case and
the law.

What should I wear to jury service?

Dress respecifully and appropriately. No shorts, tank tops, ripped or torn clothing, or any other
clothing that may be distracting (like t-shirts with offensive slogans}. Remember that you may be
sitting for long periods of time.



Information about employers:

Does my employer have to pay me during jury service?

Employers are not legally required to pay you during jury duty. Check with your employer about

your company’s jury duty policies.
Can my employer fire me for attending jury duty?

No. Illinois law requires your employer to give you time off for jury service. You need to give
them reasonable notice of your jury service.

Common questions and concerns:

Can I change my jury service report date?”

Yes. If you have a hardship for the month you are summoned, you can request a different month
that works better for you. Your request needs to be in writing and submitted to the Williamson
County Jury Commission.

Can I be excused from jury service because of my age?
Yes. If you are 70 years old and upwards, you can be excused per your request.
I recerved a Jury Summons, but I no longer live in the county. What should I do?

Send proof of your new address (driver’s license, rent receipt, utility bill, ete.) to the Jury

Commuission via. email or mail.
Can [ serve as a_Juror if I have a criminal conviction or pending court case?

A criminal conviction or pending court case does not automatically disqualify you {rom being a
member of the jury pool or serving on a jury. During the jury selection process, the judge or the
attorneys might ask you questions about criminal convictions or pending court cases.

Need to talk to someone?

Williamson County Jury Commission

Brenda Ritter and Janme Havens

200 West Jefferson St., Suite 260
Marion, 1L 62959

618-997-1301 ext. 3538 or 3556

williamsoncountyjudicial @gmail.com
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